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elements'1. It may be concluded that they possess re-
latively little energy from the fact that an unconscious
element at once ceases to remain subliminal as soon as it
receives a stronger accent of value ; this enables it to rise
above the threshold of consciousness, which it can achieve
only by virtue of a specific informing energy. There-
with it becomes an <( irruption", a " spontaneously arising
presentation" (Herbart). The strong energic value of the
conscious contents has an effect like intensive illumination,
whereby distinctions become clearly perceptible and mis-
takes eliminated. In the unconscious, on the contrary,
the most heterogeneous elements, in so far as they possess
only a vague analogy, may become mutually substituted
for each other, just by virtue of their relative obscurity
and frail energic value. Even heterogeneous sense-
impressions coalesce, as we see in the "photisms" (Bleuler)
of " audition colorize"., Language also contains not a
few of these unconscious blendings, as I have shown for
example with sound, light, and emotional states.2
The unconscious, therefore, might be that neutral
region of the psyche where everything that is divided
and antagonistic in consciousness flows together into
groupings and formations, These, when examined in the
light of consciousness, reveal a nature that exhibits the .
constituents of the one side as much as the other;
they nevertheless belong to neither side, but occupy
an independent middle station. This mediate position,
constitutes for consciousness both their value and their
worthlessness; worthless in so far as nothing clearly
distinguishable emerges instantaneously from their forma-
tion, thus leaving consciousness embarrassed as to its
purpose; but valuable in so far as their undifferentiated
i Cl H, Nuriberg's work;   On the Physical Accompaniments of
Association Processes (in Jung's Studies in Word-Association, p, 531)
a Psychology oftkt Unconscious, pp. 179 ff.